
Melvin M. James
March 28, 1928 - June 29, 2017

Melvin M. James went home to be with Jesus on June 29, 2017. He was
reunited with his son, his grandson, his siblings, his parents, and other friends
and family who left this world before him. What a beautiful family reunion that
was! 
Melvin was born on March 28, 1928 in Trumann, Arkansas to Thomas and
Lillie James. As a young man, Melvin moved to the Kansas City area, where
he spent the majority of his life. After serving in the Navy, Melvin began his
career as a barber on Kansas Avenue in Kansas City, Kansas. He celebrated
sixty-five years as a barber. During this time, he became known for his
testimony and witness for Christ. If you sat in his chair, you knew what he
believed. 

 While owning his barber shop, Melvin also served as an evangelist and pastor
for several years; and he made his mark as a business man as he began his
hearing aid and real estate businesses. He was excited to be successful in the
real estate business and managed several properties that he owned. No
matter what his career, preaching the Gospel was something he never
stopped doing. 

 Melvin is survived by two sons, Harold David James and Randy James. His
third son, Dennis James, greeted him in Heaven on June 29. Melvin is
survived by eight grandchildren and fourteen great grandchildren. Melvin is
also survived by his dear friend and business partner, Carol Merritt, and many
friends at the Elm Grove Baptist Church where he was happy to serve as an



usher. 
Melvin will be remembered as a southern gentleman with his sweet southern
accent and silly phrases. He will be remembered as a great businessman and
an incredible barber. Most of all, he will be remembered as a soul winner. He
loved to share the testimony of how, at 24 years old, he was brought to his
knees and Jesus changed his life. Even the doctors and nurses in the hospital
remarked that, if you had met him, you had been asked by him if you knew
Jesus. What a beautiful legacy of the love of Christ. Whether he was handing
you a track or sharing with you his testimony, there was no doubt that it was
his goal to be sure you knew about Jesus. This is what we will remember
most. 
In lieu of flowers, the family is asking that donations be made to Elm Grove
Baptist Church.



Cemetery Details

Leavenworth National Cemetery

150 Muncie Road
Leavenworth, KS 66048

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 6. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

Elm Grove Baptist
15774 Linwood Rd
Bonner Springs, KS 66012

Service

JUL 6. 11:30 AM (CT)

Elm Grove Baptist
15774 Linwood Rd
Bonner Springs, KS 66012
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Maple Hill Funeral Home and Cemetery - July 05, 2017 at 10:40 AM

Maple Hill Funeral Home and Cemetery created a Tribute Video in
memory of Melvin M. James

October 08, 2023 at 10:59 AM

Melvin M. James

September 17, 2022 at 08:24 PM

Melvin M. James

Maple Hill Funeral Home and Cemetery - July 05, 2017 at 10:29 AM

69 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Lesa James-Woolace - July 03, 2017 at 01:57 PM

I love you Grandpa. I miss your voice - love that Arkansas accent!
My favorite story about you will always be one that Dad shared with
me where you were hunting together. You asked a farmer if you
could hunt on his land. After you drove away, you made Dad take
you back to the house because you did not ask the farmer if he
knew Jesus. Your legacy of telling others about Jesus lives on, and
what a beautiful legacy it is. Please give my Dad and my little
brother big hugs from me. Love you!

Christy Kirkland - January 23, 2023 at 06:01 PM

So sorry to hear about my Dad's father. I've been looking for my step
siblings 

 Robin,Stacey, Josiah Jesse Roland James


